222                          SOCIAL REFORM

of the Roman Catholic Church. It was certain that there
would be opposition from the more conservative or old-
fashioned school, but it is a surprising sign of the times
and a testimony to the Maharaja's influence that on the
whole educated opinion is favourable. The world, it argues
in the modern strain of Western Europe, is what we find
it; marriage may be a God-given ordinance, but it is an
ordinance which was meant to be applied to the happiness
of man and to the orderly devolution of property. It is
contrary to the Divine law that a man and a woman who
cannot live happily together, or who have sinned one
against the other, should be bound by the unbreakable
fetters of matrimony to endure life-long misery. Such
arguments as these are now trite in Europe, but there is
an element of novelty about them in Baroda State. It
shocks the orthodox to think that encroachments are
to be made upon the sacred citadel of the divinity of
marriage, just as it shocked the Protestant Clergy of
England that a man should be allowed to marry his
deceased wife's sister, and the only argument that can be
put forward in either case is the plea of sentiment. The
Bill is, however, not yet law, and for some time to come
it will probably be but a piece of academic legislation.
Society, if it chooses, has many ways of revenging itself.

VII

In these ways the Maharaja has endeavoured to bring his
people into line with modern thought, and the ultimate
goal throughout has been the progress of the State and
the onward march of the people. It has been shown else-
where how he has set his face against caste and the purdah
system, for the chief reason that in his judgement they
are clogs upon the wheel of progress. He views society
as a whole. One caste to him is as good as another, for
each caste has its allotted work to do in the economy of